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The Setting Camili Biosphere Reserve, Black Sea, Turkey

Camili is the first biosphere reserireTurkeyand islocated in the province of Artvirit was
included in the World Network of Biosphere Reserves by UNESCO in 2005, in collaboration
with T u r k Eligsirsof Forestry and Water Affairs.
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The Camili Basin, also known as Machakheli, is an ecological and cultural treasure, which
was hidderwithintheK a r - a | Mo u n t a Fonmany yearsjfeaneCantilihadi e s .
been shaped byvinter snows whicltloseall roadslinking it to the outside worldor
monthsHowever there has been growing interest in the region in recent years. The basin
contains a wide range of natural ecosystems with minimal human impact, from lush green
valleys to high alpine meadows, and displays the characteristics of a temperate rainforest with
its ancient woodlandnd humid climate. It is a natural habitat for important wildlife species

such adrownbears and chamois, and directs the migration of birds of prey to a narrow
corridor along the Kar - al Mount ai ns.

The basin is named after the cehtilage, Camili. There are five other settlemelds;, z e n | i
Efeler, Ujur, . FHapeapleafthe @asirdarelgteongly httached to their

culture and customs. They havad to develogelf-sufficient lives for many centurieghich

needed tdully integrate withthe natual world that surrounded thermheirmethods of

agriculture remaisnaturefriendly to this dayOne particulasucess isthekeepingand

protection otthe last pure population of Caucasian bees.

It is becausef its biological diversity, natural resources, and cultural and historical treasures

thatthe Camili Basin was declareda Biosphere Reserve by UNESCO on June 29, 2005 and



included in the World Network of Biosphere Reserbesoming the first biosphere resesv
of Turkey.

What is a Biosphere ReserveBiosphere reserves are sites that aim to provide sustainable
solutions to the tensions between the goals of conserving biological diversity, achieving

economic development and preserving cultural values.

Biosphereeserves are sites that combine biological and cultural diversity with economic and
social development by achieving harmony between people and their environments and are
ideal for the testing and demonstration of innovative approaches to sustainablerdent|o

at all levels from local to global.

For further details, visist the UNESCO Biosphere Reserve pages:
http://www.unesco.org/new/en/natwsdiences/environment/ecologieadiences/biosphere

reserves/
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Corn Bread, yogurt and honey

This story is about life in Camili andiasproduced after visiting the area for a week
with the support of UNESCO Turkish Natinal Committee. The full story caoube f
in the following bookprinted by UNESCO Turkey(T EK S ¥ Z G. , ERT| RK
LKSE, Y . iogh&dDRegeives foBEducation for sustainable Development:
Life in Camili, UNESCO National Commission Turkey, ANKARA). Life in Camili
is presented in this accoutitrough portraits of several people; such abeekeeper
the oldestmemberof the village,a school boyand a working womarall speaking

about the pasthe culture,theliving habitsandthe challenges of living this place.
On the way to Camili

On t he 6 0-Camihro&dgyaou-everuallty come tthe Camili Crossing25 km from
thecentre ofB o r - k and atantaltitude of 1,879 you canlose your sense of time and
space on the narrow road that barely negotiates its way through the forest. Surrounded by lush
greenery, yoware strongly aware dhe smell and the silence of thedet and feel athough

you have always belongedaad inthis place.



The high Crossing dropsl,520n to the basin where Camili Village is locateldut the

unnamed peak of Th&Kar - al Mount ai ns t h a3t490s at itsrstonmit. d s

The gegraphy and the
climate of the region
surrounds you with

dense forest greenery

and mountains which

Camili Msidi | could give the visitor
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disconnectedlt is not
easy to discern the source of this feeling at .fiitsts difficult to decide whether it is the
grandeur of nature or your own bewilderment at not having noticed what hatiteoffer
before, or both, or somethgrelse. It is only after yobavereactked Camili and met with and
listenedto the stories of its people that you daeyin tounderstand the source of this feeling.
On the way backrom my visit, whatl hadread and heard about the plagas nowmixed
with the stories of peoplehad met, and inspiré the following story on the ancient roots of

the interaction between nature, people, history and culture.
Camili from the 3rd Century B.C. to Present

The known history of Camili goes back king Pharnavaz of the Kingdom of Iberia tine
3rd century B.C., toMuch later duringhe 12th centurywhen Georgia reached the peak of its
power and became a minor empi€@ueen Tamar of Georgia (118215) is thought tdave

been buriedin Camili. Howee r the Mongolian invasion

Can

star

invasion in the 14th and the 15th centuries destroyed Georgia and the country came to the

brink of complete economicollapse Following the conquest of Istanbul by the Ottomans in

1453, & tep with Euaope were cut and it was squeezed between the Ottoman Empire



and Iran. In the 16th century, the western part of Geagatuallycame under the Ottoman

rule and the eastern part under the Iranian control.

In the 18th century, Russigrew in influence buguaranteed the territorial integrity and
borders of GeorgiaHowever, following the bloody suppression of numerous uprisings in
1804, many parts of Georgia came under the Russian rule betweed8@B0The ports of
Poti and Batumi ah the southwestern parts of the pres#ay Georgia remained under the
Ottoman rule a little longer. However, they also came under the Russidiolloveng the
RusseTurkish War of 18771878. After this war, all of Georgiacluding The Camili Basin

becane part of the Russian Empire.

The Russerurkish War of 18771878 triggered a massive wave of migratibhe worsening

economic and social conditions, the harsh attitude of the Russian administrators, and the
Georgian Musl i msd& c owarithe mesnirhportamt fadctonsedcelerating | i g i
the migration.The migration started in 1878379, immediately after the end of the vead



continued and spreaover the yearsThis mgration constitutes the biggest tragedy in the

history and memories of thpeeople of this region.

Between 18 June and 18July 1878The Congress of Berliwas held The Great Powers of

the timeRussia, Great Britain, France, AustHaingary, Italy, Germanynd the Ottoman
Empire, presented the Muslim population who used to live under Ottoman rule with a choice:
They could either keep living in their lands, this time under the Russian rule, or migrate to the
Ottoman Empire. The exercise of this choice grabtethe Congress of Berlin was to be via

a referendum. Prior to the referendum, Batumi Chief Pegava HemivwBeysupportedhe
Turkish side, held rallies and ran a campaign for the referendum. At that time, there were
eighteervillages in MachakheliTheCamili Basin Of thosesix choseto commit themselves

to Turkey. Theremaining 12 chose Russia. A treaty made in Istanbul 8rd@7uary 1879 set

theofficial datefot he st ar t midgratiatnhe peopl ed s

Initially, the final date formigration was seas 3 February 1882but thiswas later extended
to 1884. However, migration did not stoptlaat date eitherin fact, itcontinued until about
1921.

Today, Camili is the name of the region where these six villages who made their choice in

favour of Turkey are located.

Difficult roads

To reach Camili, you first have to traverse the snowy roads.

People in this region are still struggling with these roatie very same ones their forefathers
used 130 years ago when they migratedadswhich remain cleed for five months during

the winter.

Until 1968 when a dirt road was builhe onlyway to travel toMachakheli wa®n footpaths,
. However becausehis new road stillremained closed during tls®aowy mountainwinters, it

was of limited use.

Construction projects to improve the raaahtinued on and off for many years. Finally, the
construction of an asphalt road was completed in 2013 to solve the transportation problem

once and for all.

Readhow ths change was reported s newspapeat thetimein 2013:



Roads Remained Open This Year, For the First

Time Ever

[ (."S}‘: "’f‘;
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Roads | eading to and out of the Camili regio
county of the province of Artvin, remained open this year, for the first time Inisiizry,

thanks to the maintenance center that was opened and its snow removal activities (22 March
2013).

10th Regional Directorate of Highways, following orders of the Governorship of Artvin,
established a maintenance center for snow removal in thetyicfrthe Camili Crossing,
which is 25 km away from the county center o

The center has a staff of 10 people and 3 winter service vehicles.

Teams were abl e t o k@amiproadbpenabadlrek, eveddormgg Bor - k

the harshest season, despite the high risk of avalanches and a snow depth of over 2 meters in



some places. During heavy snowfall and blizzards, teams had to remove snow as much as

three times a day.
oTwo sol diers martyred ©6n border outpost

Governor said residents of the Camili region were resigned to the closing of their roads for
about 5 months during winter, and added: ATHh
case of emergencies, access to the region was provided througlhaGedaying a protocol

signed for this purpose. We even have the graves of two soldiers in the backyard of the border
outpost. These soldiers were martyred, long ago, while on duty, but their bodies could not be

sent to their hometowns because of snowl, they were buried in the backyard of the border

outpost. This is the most striking evidence of just how harsh the winters are in the Camili

region. o
0Commander of the Regiment used to say farew

Kal kan said t he xder8attalianmwas&ignedby & higb fankibgrstate B o

of ficial for the first time in January this
to say farewell to soldier on border patrol
year, we accongnied the Commander to the region, and it was the first time a public
administrator signed their visitorsodéd book, w

AWe used to pull the sick on sl edso

Osman Aslan (62), a resident of the Camili village, said transportation wadiffienylt in
the winter. Aslan said access to the region was via Georgia in cases of emergencies, and
added:

AWe used to go to Batumi from Camili, pullin
road. We would then go to Hopa wusing the Sar
was a travel that took hours. Thankfully we did not have this problem this@ed bless our

Governor and Highway teams. They solved our problem. The road is open today, we can

easily go to and fro from our village to the country center. The road remained closed for only

a few days. o

Mevl ¢t ¥zaydén (7 3) gaen]thkey realizedithe repien wasalvedis st ay
winter too, and added: AFor years, we were n

but this year we ate to our heartdés content.



Adnan Z¢;htg¢ Paker (89), the elddrdadtosthielifei de nt
after falling from a tree, many years ago, a
vill age, and the winter had been very harsh.
Trabzon. My father was the village imam, he led thefahservice, and | helped with the

burial of our martyr here in these | ands. o

(Source: AA http://www.haber7.com/neleluyor-hayat ta/haber/10044-ilk -kezbu-yil -

ulasimakapanmadi
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Nature is wise

Everyone in Camil.| has a story about I mpas
ambulance driver for the health cexfior 26 yearswas happy to shasmme ofhis.

| said ambul ance driver, but this is a bit
that the healtltentredid not have an ambulance until 1982fore the ambulance arrivée

used to carry the sick in a jeep; of course when the road corsddilonved. Back then, it took

four and a half hours to reach the hospitahnyof the patients werkeavily pregnantvomen


http://www.haber7.com/neler-oluyor-hayat-ta/haber/1004944-ilk-kez-bu-yil-ulasima-kapanmadi
http://www.haber7.com/neler-oluyor-hayat-ta/haber/1004944-ilk-kez-bu-yil-ulasima-kapanmadi

on the brink of giving birttand because of the long journdlye jeep withessed many births

before the hospital was reached

Mr. Me v ltofgdtme thathe cannot forget the time when he was squeezed in between two

avalanches.

Ailt was just the two of wus, me and the patie
in the middle of two avalanches. | had to shovel the snow every step of the way, and finally

got the jeep downo.

He also remembeda Village Services worker vahwas severely wounded after an accident

with dynamite exploding in his handshis wasan emotional storywi t h  Mr racinge v 1 ¢t
the man, who was in a comaver the same rodithat the workerwas helping to maintain.
Fortunately, they arrived in the hospa | in time, and the workerds

At the end of our conversation Mr. Mev I ¢t a

working as a health assistant in the same Healthr€&ehere henasserved for 26 years.



ABut , o Bieen@amisl,i s road conditions, carrying
better than carrying them in an ambul ance. 0
Maybe this 1is natureds way of; bypmakingeroads ng i
impassable. Maybe Camili would be a different placatgd i f it werenét for

that closed the roads five months a year.

Privileges provided and denied by nature shape human lives to a very significant extent, an

observation you can make upon first arrival in the village, even in your firstrdinne
Grape stems

It is a quiet September niglm 2012 and the smell of forestist is hanging in the air.

Walking through moonlit streets and trees on rustling fallen leaves and bits ofdoar&ach

a Machakhel i house i n DgthantHome cooked mealg dihw h e r e
served generously,. This is the house where
and his son, Hayrettin Ertg¢rk, l i ve with th

lining the walls, a dining tabl and a heating stove with a kettle oiThie ladies of the house



